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The claimed method is an improvement over previous methods know in the art, such as 
that disclosed by Ishida. Applicants draw the attention of the Examiner to Figures 10 and 27 of 
the current application. Figure 27 shows a vertical magnetic field distribution for recording 
according to a conventional method such as that disclosed by Ishida and JP10-40544A 
(discussed on page 4, line 4, page 6, line 37 to page 8, line 17, and page 22, lines 21 to page 24, 
line 6 of the current application). JP 10-40544A is the publication of the application to which 
Ishida claims priority (8-191 889), In contrast to the vertical magnetic field disclosed by Ishida, 
claims 14 and 22 require a magnetic field applied in the direction parallel to the film surface of 
the ferromagnetic thin film (as illustrated, for example, in Figure 10 of the current application). 
The claimed method provides a small demagnetizing field inside each pattern of the 
ferromagnetic thin films, and magnetic paths with small magnetic resistance arc formed 
successively in the in-plane of the master information carrier. As a result, a relatively large 
volume of leakage flux is obtained compared to that obtained by the conventional method 
disclosed by Ishida. 

Favorable reconsideration of claims 14, 15, and 17-22 is requested. 

Claim 16 was rejected as being unpatentable over Ishida in view of Nagao (US 
6,433,944). Applicants traverse this rejection. Claim 16 should be considered allowable for at 
least the same reasons as claim 14, from which it depends. Nagao does not remedy the 
deficiencies of Ishida, as previously noted. 
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In view of the above, favorable reconsideration in the form of a notice of allowance is 
requested. Any questions regarding this communication can be directed to the undersigned 
attorney, Douglas P. Mueller, Reg. No. 30,300, at (612)455-3804. 



Dated: January 13.2006 



Doufelas P. Mueller 
RegUNo.: 30,300 
Hamre, Schumann, Mueller & Larson, P.C. 
225 South Sixth Street 
Suite 2650 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 
612.455.3800 
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